
MY BROTHER’S KEEPER PHILADELPHIA

All children enter school cognitively, physically, socially and emotionally ready

THE CHALLENGE 

In Philadelphia, 77% of children age 3 
and 4 are living 300% below the poverty 
line. That’s 29, 833 children and most of 
them do not have access to high-quality 
pre-kindergarten.27

   

MBK STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 

Early learning is a core concern for 
Philadelphia stakeholders as well as the 
White House MBK Challenge. High-
quality early childhood education and 
early learning benefits youth by providing 
long-term improvements in educational 
success and social behavior.29  

The Mayor’s Office of Community 
Empowerment and Opportunity 
(CEO) is leading the development of a 
strategic city-wide Early Learning plan 
to increase access to high quality early 
learning opportunities for children ages 
0-5. The Early Learning plan is one of 
five central goals of Shared Prosperity 
(sharedprosperityphila.org), which is 
Philadelphia’s plan to fight poverty.

Philadelphia’s Early Learning plan aligns 
with MBK’s strategic goals. It is funded 
by a nearly $270,000 grant from the 
William Penn Foundation and has been 
developed in partnership with over 100 
local stakeholders. The plan’s overarching 
mission is to:

•	 	Increase	access	to	high	quality	child	
development and early learning 
opportunities for children from birth 
to five;

•	 	Advance	a	strong	birth	to	five	system	
by creating inclusive, efficient and 
well-financed policies and programs; 
and

•	 	Engage	families	and	caregivers,	
who are children’s most important 
educators, and are actively involved 
in childhood early learning and 

development.

THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESCHOOL: 

Kindergarteners are twice as likely to score proficient 

in initial literacy assessments if they have participated 

in formal preschool than if not. 
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THE LEAD:

Mayor’s Office of Community 
Empowerment and Opportunity

CEO’s mission is to provide  

leadership that strengthens  

and coordinates Philadelphia’s  

anti-poverty efforts on behalf of  

its most vulnerable citizens and 

communities.
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THE WHITE HOUSE’S MBK TASK REPORT FOCUS AREA RECOMMENDATIONS
and Philadelphia Initiatives 

Close the Word Gap and Support Enriching 
Home Environments

•	  The City of Philadelphia Department 
of Public Health’s Healthy Start 
Program provides services to fathers 
and the partners of pregnant and 
parenting women to highlight the 
significance of paternal involvement 
on child development, education, and 
achievement. It also offers programs 
for pregnant and new mothers through 
the Maternity Care Coalition to ensure 
vigilant prenatal care for high-risk 
mothers as well as referrals to WIC and 
family planning programs.

Ensure Access to High Quality  
Early Care and Education

•	  The School District of Philadelphia 
is working to ensure that by 2016 
at least 80 percent of Philadelphia 
kindergarteners are pre-registered 
by May of each year, in order to 
guarantee adequate staffing in the fall. 
Kindergarten enrollment is not mandated 
in Pennsylvania, which presents 
challenges each year for schools as they 
work to ensure that students and families 
are matched with their neighborhood 
schools.

•	   In Winter 2015, City Council passed and 
Mayor	Michael	A.	Nutter	signed	a	bill	
that created an independent Commission 
on Universal Pre-Kindergarten. The 
commission is charged with developing 
a plan for to provide pre-Kindergarten 
for all three- and four-year olds in 
Philadelphia, without removing funds for 
existing education.

Implement Universal Early Health  
and Developmental Screenings

•	  The Philadelphia Office of Supportive 
Housing, which provides housing 
for homeless Philadelphians, has 
implemented	an	“Ages	and	Stages”	
Questionnaire for families with children 
ages 0 to 5 to identify children who are 
at risk for developmental delays.

@MBKPHILLY   |    #MBKPHILLY

ACTION STEPS FOR MBK STAKEHOLDERS

  1  Rally support for the Universal Pre-K 
charter amendment vote in May.

 2  Join the conversation by connecting  
to CEO’s Shared Prosperity 
stakeholder community: 

   http://sharedprosperityphila.org/
whats-your-role/

  3	 	Advocate	for	increasing	access	to	
high quality Pre-K for all Pennsylvania 
residents	with	Pre-K	for	PA:	

  www.prekforpa.org 


